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Our story begins in Nanjing in 1911 when steps were
taken to merge schools sponsored by the Disciples of
Christ, Methodist, and Presbyterian mission boards
Into an interdenominational seminary originally called
the Nanking Bible Training School.



First faculty membersf the Nanking Bible Training Schoo

Rev,
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Rev,

Rev,

Jo G, Garritt, D.D., President and Professor of Biblical
Interpretation, Apologetics, and Comparative Religion,
(Presbyterian USA)

Po Frank Price, D.D., Professor-elect, Theology and Homiletics,
(Presbyterian US)

Frank Garrett, Professor of Old Testament Literature, (Disciples)
Harry F. Rowe, Professor of Church History. (Methodist)

Chen Chin-yung, Professor of New Testament Language and
Literature. (Presbyterian)

J, Leighton Stuart, Professor of New Testament Language and
Literature, (Presbyterian US)

Mr, Chen Li-seng, Professor of Homiletics,
Mr. Li Djao, Professor of Sacred and General History,
Mr, Shih Yun-ting and Mr, Dsiang Tiao-chin, Tutors,



The first of many disruptions suffered by the new schoo
occurred In the fall of 1911 with the fall of the Manchu
government. During a siege of Nanjing, the school was
forced to close and the students left.

On January 1, 1912 Statsen
took the oath ad’resident of the
new republic of Chinand the
Nanking Bible Training School
reopened on MarchB- the
students returning without their
gueues.

By 1913, enrollment had risen to 93 students, from 9
provinces.



In 1917, the school was officially renamed as Nanking
Theological Seminary. By 1919, the student body had
grown to 146 students, representing 16 denominations.
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HarryF. Rowe was
elected President
of the Seminary in
1921.
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Theological controversy
within the Nanking
Seminary Board of
Managerscame to a
head in1922 when the
North Kiangsu Mission o
the Southern
Presbyterian Church
asked that certain

A KSNBUGAOLI f ¢
used in the Seminary
curriculum. This mission
eventually withdrew its
support of the school.



After a period of steady growtlgeminary life was again
disrupted in 1927 wheteftist troops enteredNanking
burneda dormitory, and stripped most dlhe buildings

of furnishings and equipment. The Seminalysedand
did not re-open until the autumn of 1929.

Damage to the East Dormitory, July 1927



As life returned to
normal in the early
Mdbonax U0KS
first Chinese President
was elected in 1931.
Rev. Handel Lee
served as President
until 1949.




HUGE WENDEL
FORTUNE LEFT

Wealth of Recluses of
Fifth Avenue Goes
to Charity.

[By The Associated Press.]
New York, Aug. 1.—The estate
of the Wendels, the recluses of
Fifth avenue, is to go to charity

; when the last of the line, Miss

Ella V. Wendel, dies. The will of

'| Mrs. Rebecca Wendel Swope, filed

"j{for probate today, provides for
| that disposition.

Mrs. Swope, with the consent of

her sisters, all of whom except}

Ella, preceded her in death, held

' | title to all the Wendel properties,
' | variougly estimated as worth $80,-

000,000 to $150,000,000.
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was destined to change
significantly in 1931 when
the last survivor of the
Wendelfamily of New York
City died and it was
discovered that Rebecca
WendelSwope and her
sister EllaNendelhad left a
large amount of money to
be used for the
maintenance of the
oNankin(sic) Theological

[ SYAY Il NB ®¢



The SwopaVNendelbequest
greatly multiplied the financial o
resources of the Seminary and
also inspired a fresh study of the ¢ f’g\“,
whole question of theological g\( 1
education in China. In 1934 e
LutherWeigle Dean of the Yale | peae—
Divinity School, was asked to ﬁ;‘*;::_i
direct a survey of the training of

ministers and laypeople in China,

assisted by C. Stanley Smith,
Chester S. Miao, and others, resulting in a report titlec

Education for Service in the Christian Church in China




The years 1931 to 1937
brought steady growth for the
Seminary, including the
establishment of an active
program related to rural
church work, led by Frank W.
Price. Shenhuachena rural
community fifteen miles
southeast of Nanjing was
selected as an experimental
and training laboratory for the
Rural Church Department.

Frank Price



The Nanking Board of Founders, predecessor of the FTE
was established in New York to disburse funds from the
SwopeWendelbequest and it held its initial meeting in
June, 1937The Seminary was primed to make strides In
developing its faculty and campus when the chaos of wa
again intervened.




From the end of 1937 until the y@pening of the Nanjing
campus in March 1946, the Seminary was split betweer

Chengdu and Shanghais - S— L % - Wt
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administrators at the : RN i s
Shanghai campus had e S

limited contact with New
York throughout the war.



In Chengdu, Nanking Seminary faculty taught
classes at West China Union Theological College
and postgraduate classes, as well as establishing a

new rural training center.

Graduating class of union seminary



Classes were also held in Shanghai and\iaeking
Theological Seminary Bulletivas published there.

NANKING THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Revised B. D. Course of Study

First Year

First Semester Second Semester

Minimum 18 hours Minmmuon 18 hoiery

Old Testament: History of Israel ... Old Testament: Pentateuch ... ..
New Testament: Life of Christ ...
Church History: Medieval Church
Theology: God, Man & World

Homiletics: Theory & Practice of

New Testament: N.T. Introduction

Church History: Ancient Church...

LONER S R SRR N

Theology: Introduction to Theo. ..,

Vo Y W W

Homiletics: History of Preaching... Preaching... ... .. e aee a2

Religious Education: Princivl ¢ Religious Education: Methods of
eligious Lducation: rrinciples o Teaching Religion... ... ... ... 2
Field Work... ... .& 25 Nellld Field-Work<.. wa v Mot Casi (1)
14 14

NANKING THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
BULLETIN

Enrror — F. P. JoNEs

April, 1940. NUMBER 6 550 Avenue du Roi Albert, Shanghai.




In May 1946, thd hird Conference on Translation
of Christian Classics into Chinesgponsored by
Nanking Theological Seminamas held in New
York, continuing a project that had persisted
throughout the war years.

P. Van Dus Ch Lehmann
R, H. Bainton f H. Littell
5. S. Brightman W. lowry
M. M. Deomns T: MoNeill
3. P. Fedotov { Mieller
E., R Hardy., J Nichol
v« S Hudson Patry
J. Johan {0bert
P. Jones Spinks
mphrey lee a8

" - o v -~ T s N Y o M 3 Py 150 W4e ¢ - ) N vorlk
The Conference was convsned at 9:30 A.M 't 150 Fifth Avenue, New York
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The period between the reopening of the Nanjing campus in March 1946 and
the next wave of disruption was brief. The Seminary remained open after the
Communists took control of Nanjing in April 1949 and initially carried on in a
fairly normal way, though required to alter its curriculum. Shown here is the
May 5, 1950 meeting of the Board of Managers of the Seminary

: 'M‘J g P j: A R 4‘05—7&"‘

Andrew
Cheng,
President E&
19501952 i




In April 1951 thelast Westernrepresentative at the

SeminaryHubertSone left China. Hevrote to explain

that contact with the Seminary was no longer advisable:
pw.'g.;.ug, Vh LOLLLLVUD OO BUGEL B e MY LM LR UMAML JHT WA ULIW WY L e W) WL Ll
said they are all apprehensive about it. The government is going to require that

the 'thought life! as well as the outward actions thoroughly conform. One of
tbe Unlver51tj teachersg a Fh, D. returned stuaent sald they are beinv toli»

You must wash out all your w&stexn thoughts and 1ntéuencesm.,o S0 all of wh@
Church leaders, and our institutional lkaders are asking that their American
friends stop sending them any money and stop writing to them == completely,

for a considerable period. Otherwise, the most innccent kind of letter may be
taken to indicate some kind of secret connection and that cause grave dangere..

"There is much terrorism now abroad. Ixecutions in mass are being made
regularly and in many places. Campaigns of hate and opposition to America and
all timperialistic' countries are being vigorously pressed, and while the older
and more substantial people understand the falsity of it all, the children and
young people are being heavily swayed by it, and there is nothing that can be done



Unable to send funds or
personnel to Nanjing, In
May 1951 the Board of LELS

Founders decided to seel ANDERSON-SMITH
cooperation with existing REPORT
Institutions in South East
Asia serving Chinese
students. In order to
decide how this should b sereens s sz vo e e
implemented, a survey S
was commissioned, to be

ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

carried out by C. Stanley THE REPORT
. . OF A SURVEY COMMISSION
Smith and Sidney B. i o

Anderson.



At the May 1952 meeting of the Board of Founders, the first gral
were awarded to theological seminaries in South East Asia:

A Baptist English Divinity Schobisein Burma

A McGilvaryTheological Seminary, Chiang Méhailand
A Higher Theological College, Jakamalonesia

A Jogjakarta Theological Schdoljonesia

A Union Theological Seminary, ManiRhilippines

A College of Theology, Silliman Univerdiijlippines

A Lutheran Theological SeminaHong Kong

A -
A -
A -

"heological College, Taipégiwan
‘ainan Theological College, Taingaywan

Tinity CollegeSingapore

Amendment to charter in November, 1952



Meanwhile, in China, the Nanking Theological Seminary

was reorganized as Nanking Union Theological Seminary in 1952.
Bishop K.H. Ting was named principal of the united seminary, whic
brought together 12 schools from around the country.




C. Stanley Smith served as a field representative for
the Nanking Board of Founders in South East Asia,
developing relationships with seminaries throughout
the area.

A Preliminary and Tentative Listing

of

Books for the Libraries of Christian

Assistance to Theological Institutions
theological libraries in in

SE Asia developed South - East Asia

as a focus for the

Board, leading to an Compiled for
iImportant publication The Nanking Board of Founders

by Raymond Morris by

of Yale Divinity School * RaymondP. Morris

in 1958 Professor of Religious Literature and Librarian

The Yale University Divinity School



Two consultations on theological education, in Williams Bay, Wiscc
In 1954, and Bangkok in 1956, led to the formation of the

Association of Theological Schools in South East Asia (ATSSEA),
which held its first full meeting in 1959.

ATSSEA was later renamed the
Association for Theological Education
In South East Asia (ATESH#® first
director was John Fleming (1959

1967), followed byKosukeKoyama
(19681974).




A series of important study institutegponsoredoy the
FTESEA and ATSSEA were held beginri®ém
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Rapidly Changing Society Situation of South Eas
Asia
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Other activities in this period included the creation of a theological journal
for South East Asia, the continuation of the Chinese Theological Literature
Project, and the formation of the South East Asia Graduate School of
Theology (SEAGST) in 1966.

THE S.E. ASIA JOURNAL OF
THEOLOGY.

A QUARTERLY

being the organ of the Association
of Theological Schools in S.E. Asia

Editor: John Fleming

First journal issue, 1959 SEAGST gathering, 2008



During the 1970s, under thHeadership

of its then Chair, Charles Forman, the
FTESEWvited ATSSEA to join it in setting
up procedures for Asians to make the
decisiongegarding FTESEA's grants to
the member schools of ATSSEA and
ATSSERself. First, ATSSEA and the
FTESEget up aJoint Regional Planning
Commission Since this joint Commission
wassuccessful, ATSSEA decided to esta
Its own Resource Commissiofhe FTES
gaveit the responsibility of developing
recommendationgo the FTESEA
regardingthe grant requests from

the ATSSEA member schools and ATSS
itself.




After several years of close alignment as the FTESEA Executive
Director and ATSSEA Executive Director worked from the same
office in Singapore, in 1972 Ivy Chou was appointed as FTESEZA
Executive Director and had her office in England.

In 1976 Marvin D. Hoff was
appointed Executive
Director of FTESEA, servi
part-time until 1994 and
full-time from 1994 until
his retirement in 2006.




Closed since 1966, Nanjing Union Theological Seminary was
able to resume operations in 1981, with Bishop K. H. Ting as
president and Rev. Chefeminas dean. After Marvin Hoff
and other FTESEA representatives visited Nanjing in October
1981, efforts were begun to reinstate financial support of

the Seminary.




The China Library
Project was established
by FTESEA in 1980 to
provide books for the
Seminary library. Funds
were provided for a
new library building at
NJUTS during the
1990s.

The FTESEA also has
sponsored theNanjing
Theological Revieand
Chinese Theological
Reviewjournals
published since 1985
by NJUTS.



